
Findings and Conclusions: 
Latin American Civil Society Open Government Partnership Workshop 

 
On March 20th, representatives from 40 civil society organizations from Latin America participated in a 
workshop that sought to exchange ideas, experiences and concerns about the Open Government 
Partnership processes underway in the region. Eight regional networks from 14 countries that work on 
transparency and accountability issues attended this event held in Mexico City that was coordinated by 
Fundar, IMCO and Citivox.   

The main findings of the discussions are the following: 

1. Information about OGP has been incomplete and confusing. Six months after the launching of 
the initiative, there is still confusion about the objectives, mechanisms, expected results and 
possible outcomes derived from participation in OGP. This has generated mistrust among Latin 
American CSOs, because a lack of clear and complete information can lead to disorder, lack of 
transparency in national processes and results that are difficult to verify and compare.  

2. CSOs are concerned because the construction of action plans could lead to cooptation 
mechanisms that validate incomplete and superfluous government efforts or legitimize 
governments that do not recognize the importance of transparency and accountability.  

3. Latin American CSOs fear that OGP will not be able to consolidate itself on the long term due to 
different local political and social contexts. The possible factors that may hamper the initiative 
include:  change of governments, indeterminate action plans and lack of dissemination of the 
initiative.  

4. Participants showed concerns related to the lack of analysis of the costs, timetables and legal 
mechanisms related to the implementation of action plans. They highlighted that the lack of 
inclusion of legislative and judicial powers, as well as local governments diminishes the impact 
of the action plans and OGP in general.  

Despite their concerns, CSOs stressed that there are numerous opportunities linked to OGP. The Open 
Government Partnership can lead to the creation of new spaces for structured dialogue between 
government and civil society. Moreover, it could impact positively on the strengthening of the discussion 
and exchange of international experiences. These are some of the recommendations that were a 
product of the discussions: 

1. Establish a common ground for action plans so they are somewhat coherent and their results 
can be comparable.  

2. Establish a communication strategy directed towards countries and CSOs that are part of OGP 
and to civil society in general.  

3. Include in the elaboration of the action plans an exhaustive analysis of their related costs and 
legal implications. 



4. Continue to promote opportunities for meetings, dialogues and exchange of ideas between the 
civil society organizations that are part of OGP.  

 

Finally, participants summarized the indispensable characteristics that an action plan must have. In their 
view, this document must contain concrete, doable, timely proposals and not just a list of values and 
subjective wishes. Moreover, plans of action must be complemented with a dissemination strategy that 
allows society to make plans their own and put pressure on the government to fulfill their 
commitments. According to Latin American CSOs an action plan must be: clear; concrete; comparable; 
doable; measurable; inclusive; and must contain priorities, a budget and show alignment with 
international standards.  

For more information contact Emilene Martinez at emilene17@gmail.com and on Twitter @emi202.  

 


